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State President's Report 
Good Day, NAPS Members --  
 
Just an update that the MN State Board did hold an additional Board meeting this 
year.  We have been talking about doing this for years and we finally achieved that.  
The meeting went well and we discussed many important items.  The most important 
item we went over is raising the MN State Dues based on the increase that HQ 
approved at the National Convention this past August.  We only had a couple folks 
show up for the meet-and-greet but it was a good effort to raise awareness and try to 
get new members.    We will officially be voting on that at our State Convention which 
will be held in May and hosted by the Duluth Branch.  We discussed ideas how to 
increase our membership.  Tammy, our Secretary/Treasurer, has been mailing out 
membership packages to Non-Members and newly promoted EAS.  Thanks, Tammy, 
for all your work to increase membership. 
 
Butch, the President of the Duluth Branch, and I are meeting with the St. Cloud 
Holiday Inn and Suites to finalize plans for the State Convention.  St. Cloud is centrally 
located for the entire state to be able to attend.  Butch, the President of the Duluth 
Branch, and I are meeting with the St. Cloud Holiday Inn and Suites to finalize plans 
for the State Convention.  St. Cloud is centrally located for the entire state to be able 
to attend. 
 
We are entering into the holiday mailing season.  I want to remind everyone that this 
is one of the most stressful times for all employees but especially our EAS folks.  We 
are going in understaffed and the volume projection, especially for packages, is 
through the roof.  Please, everyone, take the time to take care of you.  Mental health 
during this season is extremely important.  Take a step back, take a deep breath and 
ensure you are keeping time for you!  I know that is extremely difficult but we have to 
ensure we do that.  And please remember other EAS are there for you, too; make a 
call to a friend, a mentor, or someone you can talk to.  Again, you are not in this 
alone; reach out to others if you are having issues. 
 
Have a safe, happy and healthy Holiday Season!! 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Gina Hellermann 
MN President Branch 926 
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Thursday 
Nov 21, 2024 

6:00 PM Social Hour / 7:00 PM Meeting 

 

Crystal VFW 

5222 Bass Lake Rd 

Crystal, MN  55429 
 

See you at the meeting! 

 

 

Future Meetings 
NAPS Branch 16: 

 

6:00 PM Social Hour 

7:00 PM Meeting 

 

Crystal VFW 

5222 Bass Lake Rd 

Crystal, MN  55429 

 

Upcoming Meeting Dates 

Nov 21, 2024 

Jan 16, 2025 
 

 

 

    NAPS Newsletter - Branch 16 - Nov 2024 - Page 2 

 
Proposed: 



NAPS Board 2024 
 

Officers 

 
President 
Curt O'Donnell 
cpj012@gmail.com  
 
Vice President 
Gloria Johnson 
  
State President 
Gina Hellermann 
bgmn10@hotmail.com 
 
Sergeant at Arms 
Mark Hellermann 
bgmn10@hotmail.com 
 
Secretary 
Scott Choi 
scottchoi67@yahoo.com 
  
Treasurer 
Bruce Kuiper 
brucekuiper@yahoo.com  
 
Legislative Rep 
Tashi Lama 
tasdawa4@gmail.com  
  

 

 

 

NAPS members must attend  three or 
more board meetings during the year in 
order to meet the qualification 
requirement for Officer and Executive 
Board nomination. Elections are held 
every January.  All NAPS members are 
strongly encouraged to attend and take 
part in the decision-making process. 
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Newsletter Editor 

Ken Gardner 

kgnaps16@aol.com  

 
 

Visit www.naps.org where you will find an 
informative pdf document with the litigation history 
and update.  
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69th NAPS National Convention  

 

NAPS Promoted GPO & WEP Repeal Bill Passes the House of 
Representatives 

November 12, 2024 
naps.org 
 
On the evening of November 12, the House of Representatives passed the Social Security Fairness Act, 
H.R. 82, by an overwhelming 327-75 majority. The measure now goes to the Senate for its consideration. 
NAPS is pushing for a prompt vote on the bill to enable President Biden to sign it this year. 
 
H.R. 82 repeals provisions that reduce Social Security benefits for individuals who receive other benefits, 
such as a pension from a state or local government. The bill eliminates the government pension offset, 
which in various instances reduces Social Security benefits for spouses, widows, and widowers who also 
receive government pensions of their own. The bill also eliminates the windfall elimination provision, which 
in some instances reduces Social Security benefits for individuals who also receive a pension or disability 
benefit from an employer that did not withhold Social Security taxes. These changes are effective for 
benefits payable after December 2023. 

https://naps16.org/

